CAUCASIA AND CENTRAL ASIA

known in the old Czarist days, when I travelled through Turkestan and
found a general air of peace and contentment.^

Apart from this feeling of hostility toward the Russians, another
element might have helped the British and that was the collapse of
German prestige in Asia as a result of the lost war. Those Turkic
elements of the Caucasus and Central Asia, who might have dreamed
about a Pan-Turanian empire based on German support, were now
ready to change their orientation. Having to choose between the
Bolsheviks and the British, they usually preferred the latter.

The story of Enver Pasha is a case in point. Enver, former Turkish
Minister of War, known for his pro-German sympathies, fled to Ger-
many after the Armistice of Mudros, which on October 30, 1918, put
an end to the war between Turkey and the Allied Powers. Anxious
to regain his former glory, he was bent upon waging a struggle
aginst British imperialism and against his rival Mustafa Kemal Pasha
in Turkey proper. Disappointed with the impotence of Germany,
herself defeated, he left Berlin and appeared in Moscow, offering his
services to the Communists. Despite his upper-class status Moscow
appeared to favor enlisting his support because of the prestige he
enjoyed in the Mohammedan world. He was first given an assignment
to organize some Turkish elements in the Caucasus, which would
serve as a spearhead of Soviet influence in Turkey. The Soviet de-
cision, however, to extend far-reaching support to Mustafa Kemal
caused a change of plans; and so Enver, having momentarily ap-
peared at the Baku Oriental Congress in 1920, was sent to Turkestan
on a mission to reconcile the Khivans and Bukharans to the Soviet
rule. There, however, instead of serving the Communist cause, he
deserted, and some time later he reappeared as one of the leaders of
the Basmatchi guerrillas. This sudden change of front exemplifies
the disappointment of an astute politician such as Enver with the
prospects of free development of Turanian peoples under the Soviet
protection. Although fiercely anti-British at the Congress of Baku,
Enver, by assuming the direction of the Basmatchi, necessarily ranged
himself on the British side. He is known to have maintained liaison
with the deposed emirs of Khiva and Bukhara in Afghanistan, and
they, in turn, were supported by the British.
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